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RE:
Definition of Transportation Expenditures

DATE:
May 14, 2014

Issue
What are the permissible transportation projects on which gas tax revenues can be can expended? 
Law
Florida Statutes - §336.025 County transportation system; levy of local option fuel tax on motor fuel and diesel fuel.—

(7) For the purposes of this section, “transportation expenditures” means expenditures by the local government from local or state shared revenue sources, excluding expenditures of bond proceeds, for the following programs:
(a) Public transportation operations and maintenance.
(b) Roadway and right-of-way maintenance and equipment and structures used primarily for the storage and maintenance of such equipment.
(c) Roadway and right-of-way drainage.
(d) Street lighting installation, operation, maintenance, and repair.
(e) Traffic signs, traffic engineering, signalization, and pavement markings, installation, operation, maintenance, and repair.
(f) Bridge maintenance and operation.
(g) Debt service and current expenditures for transportation capital projects in the foregoing program areas, including construction or reconstruction of roads and sidewalks.
Discussion
The above Florida Statute outlines a number of  transportation expenditures.  As discussed, there are several Attorney General interpretations based on inquiries from counties and municipalities.  If you like I can summarize those and send them as well.  There is a  caveat however.  In my brief review I noted that the law has changed and therefore some items which were previously prohibited, were permitted after the change in the law.
Thank you for your patience, it is often difficult to provide answers during committee, but we endeavor to answer all your questions so that you have the information needed to make an informed decision.
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